NATIVE GARDEN CITY

his company in the presence of our friend's advice. He turned out to be an
unattractive personality and we had more than a suspicion that some of the
trouble we had from our camclmen on the way was due to him. He was
mean, ignorant and prejudiced, and his chief preoccupation was to see
that Bis hand was duly kissed.

The next day we explored the town. So that we might not be incon-
venienced by crowds Seiyid 'Abdul Rahman rang up and asked the Sultan
to send us an escort. Three skve soldiers appeared and we set out on foot.
Tarim is ruled, on behalf of Sultan 'Ali, by the sons of his uncle. The
wealthy Seiyids on leave and in retirement from Singapore find a modest
outlet for their business acumen and their money in running the municipal
affairs of the town. They do this very well, for they cast a budget, which
balances with the aid of a $12,000 annual contribution from themselves.
Actually the sum they spend on dispensaries, schools and other public and
charitable services is large. They disburse still more on settling tribal
troubles. It is worth while mentioning that several of the Seiyids are Justices
of the Peace for Singapore. They use Other methods to obtain it in Tarim.

Tarim is utterly unlike Shibam and Seiyun. .Although it is surrounded
by walls it is much more a garden city covering a wide area, and there is
little crowding of houses, although there are over two thousand of them.
The walls are immensely long and have five gates and twenty-five forts.
It is, too, a more aristocratic town than Shibam, having less suggestion
of slums and less air of business. There are, of course, many brown mud-
built houses of the usual pattern, but the principal features are the large
number of stately palaces and the three hundred mosques. One is struck,
too, by the presence of telephone lines and pipes with water supply crossing
the roads at curious angles. There are sixty motor cars in the town, more
than there are in all the rest of the Hadhramaut together. One or two old
ruined cajstles with round towers at their corners stand out conspicuously,
built on hills an4 apparently little different in essentials from medieval
European castles.

Near the market were streets of taller houses and between them across
the road were slung many hen roosts* Here and there we came across
wells -and siqayas and, what was really remarkable, public conveniences.
Away from the centre of the town a more suburban atmosphere prevails.
Tarim is evidently extending for we saw a number of houses in course of
building, new villas springing up with pleasant vegetable gardens and g*ov#
of date trees.
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